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Golden days
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New Zealand’s adventure capital is the perfect 
setting for a little autumn R&R

WORDS KRYSIA BONKOWSKI

QUEENSTOWN
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Autumn colours 
in Queenstown, the wine caves at Gibbston 
Valley Winery, Coalfire Restaurant, Woo Beer 
on tap at Madam Woos, workers’ cottages 
in Arrowtown, roti at Madam Woo. CENTRE: 
Tobins Track leading out from Arrowtown. 
OPPOSITE PAGE: Arrowtown in autumn. 
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A favourite 
with the 
snow set 

in winter and adrenaline 
junkies in summer, 
Queenstown moves at 
a more relaxed pace in 
autumn. Crisp mornings 
give way to sunny 
afternoons, perfect for 
vineyard-hopping or a 
stroll through autumn 
leaves. As the evening 
chill moves in, roaring 
fi res and fi ne local 
dining beckons. Looking 
for all the world like 
a Swiss alpine village 
transplanted to the 
far side of the globe, 
Queenstown and its 
surrounds off ers ample 
opportunity for a little 
indulgence and a lot of 
relaxation, all delivered 
with a wholesome dose of 
fresh mountain air.

Soothe the soul 
Hit the ground feet 
fi rst at Spring Spa in 
downtown Queenstown. 
The signature foot 
massage, an aromatic 
foot soak followed by a 
light exfoliation and leg 
massage, is the best way 
to shake off  travel fatigue. 

Fully revived, soak up 
your surroundings on 
Queenstown’s pebbly 
beach and watch the 
iconic steamship TSS 
Earnslaw shuttle into 
harbour. Nestled in the 
embrace of the Southern 
Alps with views over Lake 
Wakatipu, Queenstown’s 
idyllic setting is a balm to 
the soul. Wander through 
the leafy Queenstown 

Botanical Gardens out to 
the headland for views 
back over town. 

If more intensive 
relaxation is called for, 
make your way to the 
Spa at Nugget Point. 
Overlooking the milky 
twists of the Shotover 
River at Arthurs Point, the 
spa is modelled on Roman 
baths, complete with a 
domed ceiling soaring 
over a mosaic-tiled pool 
and ornate carved pillars. 
After a full-body massage 
in the private treatment 
room, with an optional 
aromatherapy soak, 
while away any lingering 
worries in a lazy circuit 
between the sauna, steam 
room and pool. 

Complete your 
transformation 
at Nadi Wellness 
Centre, a welcoming 
studio overlooking 
Queenstown’s Village 
Green where trainers 
versed in traditional 
techniques guide 
practitioners of all skill 
levels, focusing as much 
on the mental stretching 
as the physical. 

Feed the body
Thanks to Queenstown’s 

year-round popularity, 
staying well fed isn’t a 
problem. For a casual 
meal, burger fans are 
hard pressed to avoid 
the cult sensation that is 
Fergburger, with queues 
spilling out onto the 
street day and night. 
Taco Medic, an erstwhile 
pop-up that’s now 
permanent, distributes 
fresh soft-shell tacos from 
a small counter off  Searle 
Lane. Vudu Café is a local 
favourite for coff ee, baked 
goods and breakfast.

But come nighttime, 
autumn dinners demand 
nothing less than a 

cockle-warming feast 
in inviting surrounds. 
Inspired by Malaysian 
hawker cuisine, the 
Queenstown arm of 
Auckland favourite 
Madame Woo buzzes with 
young diners sipping 
cocktails over share-
friendly dishes. Pair a 
piquant rendang curry 
with the Woo Brew by 
craft brewery Hallertau. 

Pier 19 on the Steamer 
Wharf transitions from 
daytime café to intimate 
restaurant, dishing up a 
contemporary menu with 
a helping of local seafood. 
If the weather permits, PH
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Sandi Murphy, instructor and 
owner of Nadi Wellness Centre. 
TOP: The Spa at Nugget Point. 
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head outside (there’s 
blankets and heaters) to 
admire Queenstown’s 
lights refl ected on the 
water. The best spot in 
the house at Coalfi re 
Barbecue Bar is in front of 
the fi replace, for fl ame-
fuelled comfort food 
plated up “From the Pit” 
or “From the Coal Oven”. 

Wine away the hours
A scenic patchwork of 
vineyards threading 
between mountains, the 
Gibbston Valley is a mere 
thirty-minute’s drive 
from Queenstown. A sub-
region of Central Otago, 
the world’s southernmost 
wine region, Gibbston is 
known for cold-climate 
wines, particularly world-
renowned pinot noir.

Discover the vineyard 
that started it all at 
Gibbston Valley Winery. 
Until the 1980s, Otago was 
considered too cold, too 
high-altitude and too far 
south for wine cultivation. 
But perceiving similarities 
between Central Otago 
and Bordeaux in France, 
Irish journalist Alan 
Brady secured a patch 
of arid, sloping land 
and started planting in 
1981, producing his fi rst 
commercial vintage in 
1987 and opening a cellar 
door in 1990. The area has 
since boomed, and Alan’s 
gamble was vindicated 
in 2001 when Gibbston 
Valley’s reserve pinot 
become the fi rst non-
French pinot noir to win 
a gold medal at the 
London International 
Wine Challenge. 
The cellar door now 

encompasses a cheese 
shop, restaurant, bike-hire 
centre and New Zealand’s 
biggest wine cave. 

Further along the 
Gibbston Highway, the 
tasting room at Kinross 
off ers a great snapshot of 
local winemaking with 
drops poured from fi ve 
boutique vineyards – Coal 
Pit, Domaine Thompson, 
Hawkshead, Valli and 
Wild Irishman (the 
latter the latest venture 
from pioneering Alan). 
With an onsite general 
store, café and boutique 
accommodation thrown 
in, you can happily linger.
Guarded by two 
diminutive vineyard dogs, 
Mt Rosa sits high against 
the backdrop of a snowy 
mountain at the outer 

blanc, pinot gris, rosé and 
pinot noir. If it’s chilly, try 
the warming mulled wine. 

On the way back to 
Queenstown, stop by 
Amisfi eld’s striking schist 
rock cellar door. One 
of the region’s largest 
single vineyard estates, 
Amisfi eld specialises in 
pinot noir and aromatic 
whites such as riesling 
and sauvignon blanc 
(of the 30 hectares of 
sauvignon blanc in 
Central Otago, Amisfi eld 
has 10). After a tasting, 
indulge in the light-fi lled 
bistro or take up a game of 
petanque on the terrace.  

Queenstown Wine Trail 
(queenstownwinetrail.
co.nz) includes all of these 
vineyards on its daily tour 
and off ers customised 

verges of Gibbston. A 
former sheep station, the 
owners discovered the soil 
that made bad grazing for 
their fl ock was excellent 
for grape growing. In the 
cellar door, formerly the 
woolshed, the friendly 
team walk visitors 
through their sauvignon 

The best spot 
in the house 
at Coalfi re 
Barbecue Bar is 
in front of the 
fi replace, for 
fl ame-fuelled 
comfort food

Garden views at Kinross on the 
Gibbston Highway. INSET: Coalfi re 

Barbecue Bar, Queenstown. 

THE ROUTEBURN TRACK GUIDED WALK

Take a walk on the wild side with an adventure in 
New Zealand’s iconic National Parks.  Combine it 
with 2 nights in Queenstown to truly soak up the 
South Island scenery and good kiwi hospitality!

Ultimate Hikes is the only operator of multi day guided 
walks on The Routeburn Track, providing a 3 day /2 
night all-inclusive hike that makes for an ideal long 
weekend.  

Walk from the Divide on the West Coast, through 
two national parks, Fiordland and Mount Aspiring, 
to end near Lake Wakatipu, where the resort town of 
Queenstown awaits.  Along the track you’ll encounter 
native birdlife, walk across alpine faces and traverse 
around deep green lakes.  Each night finds you in 
private lodges with hot showers and warm beds.  Enjoy 
dinner over a well-earned glass of New Zealand wine, 
among friends, family and likeminded hikers.  Finish 
your hike with a 40 minute drive along Lake Wakatipu 
until you’re back to the bustle of Queenstown with its 
cool cafes and bars to celebrate your great walk in 
style!

For a limited time, Ultimate Hikes is offering a package 
that includes the Routeburn Track Guided Walk + one 
night’s accommodation in Queenstown before and 
after your walk, at the Novotel Lakeside Hotel.  Enjoy 
the sights and surrounds of the summer resort before 
heading into the stunning landscapes of one of New 
Zealand’s most scenic Great Walks.

2017/18 SEASON NOW OPEN!  

Don’t miss out on a great offer to book your 
Routeburn Walk and accommodation in 
Queenstown in one easy booking.

VISIT WWW.ULTIMATEHIKES.CO.NZ
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itineraries (add the 
helicopter and wine tour 
to your bucketlist).

Get a gold rush 
Picturesque gold rush 
village Arrowtown, 
20-minutes’ drive from 
Queenstown, is a must-do 
daytrip in autumn, when 
the surrounding wooded 
hills blaze with russet 
reds and gold. Tourists 
drift between the gift 
stores and quaint cafés 
in heritage wood and 
stone worker’s cottages, 
or sun themselves on 
the manicured village 
greens. For a reminder of 
the town’s more humble 
origins, drop past the 
Arrowtown Chinese 
Settlement, where 19th-
century miners lived in 
schist hovels crowded 
around mine shafts.

These days, Arrowtown 
is more concerned with 
leisure than labour. The 
laid-back atmosphere 
and community feel 
has attracted many 
Queenstown migrants, 
including Pete Gawron and 
Melanie Hill. The husband 
and wife team had left 
Sydney to open Jazz Bar in 
Queenstown, when they 
jumped on the opportunity 
to buy a disused car park 
on Arrowtown’s main 
street and build their own 
restaurant. 

With Pete in the kitchen 
and Mel front-of-house, 
Saff ron has become an 
Otago icon. Adelaide-
born Pete combines fi ne-
dining training and Asian 
infl uences with stellar 
local produce. Tender 
Southland lamb may 

feature in a trio of curries, 
wild boar in a hearty pie, 
or Mt Cook Salmon with 
rice noodles at lunch. 

Mel and Pete have 
also transformed the 
narrow alley running 
alongside into a mini 
hospitality precinct. 
Tucked in behind 
Saff ron, Agave dishes 
up Mexican classics in a 
more informal setting, 
while across the way, 
atmospheric The Blue 
Door is the ideal setting 
for cocktails in front of 
the fi re (with acoustic jam 
sessions on Wednesdays). 

Follow a long lunch at 
Saff ron with an afternoon 
strolling one of the many 
walking trails leading out 
from Arrowtown. Or treat 
yourself to a few hours of 
postcard views on nearby 
Lake Hayes. Yellow-tinted 
willows and poplars 
dangle their fronds in PH
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Treat yourself to a few 
hours of postcard views 
on nearby Lake Hayes

Jetstar has great low 
fares to Queenstown from 

across the network.

To book, visit 
JETSTAR.COM

Travel info

the glassy water, 
disturbing the mirror 
image of the encircling 
Remarkables and Crown 
mountain ranges. Follow 
the two- to three-hour, 
8km Lake Hayes Circuit 
along the lake’s edge, 
through wetlands and 
past the multi-million 
dollar homes on the 
eastern shore. 

Krysia Bonkowski was a guest 
of Destination Queenstown

TOP: The Lake Hayes Circuit. 
ABOVE: Tastings at Amisfi eld cellar door. 
INSET: Views of the mountains and Lake 
Wakatipu from Peppers Beacon. 

Stay
PEPPERS BEACON 
The views of Lake Wakatipu 
and the Remarkables 
from the lakeside Peppers 
Beacon are so good you 
won’t want to pull the 
blinds. Heated bathroom 
fl oors and a fresh loaf 
waiting in a bread maker on 
arrival make you feel right 
at home, and the spacious 
penthouse suites include 
large open fi replaces and 
expansive private balconies 
with sweeping outlooks. 
peppers.co.nz/beacon

OR

www.GoOrange.nz                  info@GoOrange.nz                  0800 24 66 72

Power, Paddle OR Pedal! It might be a tongue twister but now there’s 
even more options of how to get your kicks in Fiordland – sit back and 
cruise, paddle into the wilderness or pedal around Te Anau. Go Orange!

GO ORANGE - BRAND COMPONENTS
BRAND COLOURS

Full logo
(With tagline)

Logo
(Without tagline)

Logo Text Text Device

BRAND FONTS
Rockwell (Regular, Bold)
Gotham Rounded (Light, Light Italics, Book, Book Italics, Medium, Medium Italics, Bold, Bold Italics)

w w w . s w o r d f o x . c o . n z

BRAND COLOUR / DEVICE USAGE

ORANGE
Pantone (PMS) : 021 C
CMYK : 0/69/100/0
RGB : 255/112/0
HEX : #ff7000

BLUE
Pantone (PMS) : 313 C
CMYK : 100/0/8/13
RGB : 0/114/195
HEX : #0090c3

GREEN
Pantone (PMS) : 376 C
CMYK : 50/0/100/0
RGB : 131/185/47
HEX : #83b92f

Leaf Device

GREY
Pantone (PMS) : 424 C
CMYK : 0/0/0/61
RGB : 83/83/83
HEX : #535353

YELLOW
Pantone (PMS) : 600 C 
CMYK : 0/0/29/0
RGB : 255/249/199
HEX : #fff9c7

LIGHT BLUE
Pantone (PMS) : 
CMYK : 15/0/0/0
RGB : 201/232/251
HEX : #c9e8fb

Pantone Orange

CMYK

...OR BOTH

MILFORD

SOUNDDOUBTFUL
OR

And  now

TE ANAU
cycle
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